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It’s A Trap 4 Corners Church
Week 2: Expectations September 29, 2024

Q: When you were offended, what did you expect from that person who offended you?
“I expected them to act like a Christian.”
“I expected them to do what was right.”

Q: What did you expect of yourself?

Luke 6:27-28, 32-33, 35-38
27 “But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those
who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 

32 “If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love those who
love them. 33 And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to you? For
even sinners do the same. 

35 But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward
will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the
evil. 36 Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.

37 “Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be
condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. Good
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the
measure you use it will be measured back to you.”

We expect near perfection of others while giving ourselves a huge pass on our own actions.

Matthew 7:15-17,20
15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous
wolves. 16 You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs
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from thistles? 17 So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad
fruit…. 20 Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.

The type of prophet (counselor) you need when offended:
- You need one who will tell you the truth
- NOT just their opinion
- NOT one who will affirm all your opinions
- Someone who will tell you the truth of the Word of God
- Someone to show us – by God’s Word – that we have taken the bait of Satan by

becoming offended.

Resist the trap… deal with your heart FIRST, not the person who has offended you.

IF the person who has offended us has sinned, then God’s Word gives us ways to address that
sin.

Matthew 18:21-22
21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I
forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times,
but seventy-seven times

Matthew 18:23-35
23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts
with his servants. 24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten
thousand talents. 25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife
and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant fell on his knees,
imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him,
the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But when that same
servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and
seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow servant fell
down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 He refused and
went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants saw what
had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all
that had taken place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 And should not you have had mercy
on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his master delivered him to the
jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you,
if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”

Galatians 6:7-8



7 Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also
reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one
who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. 9 And let us not grow weary of doing
good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. 10 So then, as we have opportunity,
let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.

tree…” (Romans 11:17 ESV).


